POSTGRADUATE DEL RESEARCH (PhD) STUDENTSHIPS 

2012-13 Entry


These guidelines cover DEL full-time research studentships:

1. ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

To be eligible for consideration for a DEL studentship, a candidate must satisfy ALL the eligibility criteria based on nationality, residency, citizenship and academic qualifications.  The main criteria are:
Academic Requirements 

a) The required minimum academic qualification for a DEL studentship is a 2:1 Honours degree or a qualification considered equivalent by the University e.g. a 2.2 Honours degree plus a Master’s Degree at 60% or above.  Normally the qualifications must be obtained by the start of the studentship, usually 1 October.  Candidates must provide official, final results of all qualifications to be used to meet the academic requirements, before the start of the studentship.

b) Candidates who already hold a doctoral degree or who have been registered on a programme of research leading to the award of a doctoral degree on a full-time basis for more than one year funded from any source are not eligible for a studentship.
Residence Requirements

To qualify for the full DEL (i.e. payment of fees and maintenance) applicants must have been resident in the United Kingdom or Islands (includes Isle of Man and Channel islands), or elsewhere in the European Union (for fees only studentships), throughout the period of 3 years immediately preceding the start of the studentship (or would have been so resident had you, your spouse or either parent not been employed temporarily outside the UK). 

· For Non-EU nationals – the main purpose of your residence in the UK must NOT have been to receive full time education during any part of that 3 year period.

· For EU nationals – where the main purpose for your residence in the UK was to receive full time education you must have been ordinarily resident in the European Economic Area (EEA) and / or Switzerland immediately before that 3 year period.

· EU nationals may qualify for a “Fees only” studentship if you are in the UK as a self-sufficient person or as a student, or you are the family member of such a person.  You must have been ordinarily resident in the EEA and / or Switzerland for 3 years before the first day of the first academic year of the course.  The main purpose for your residence in the EEA and / or Switzerland must not have been to receive full time education during any part of that 3 year period.

· Non-EU residents are not eligible for DEL studentships.

Citizenship Requirements

a) You must be a British Citizen, EU national or relevant family member of an EU national. You may be eligible for support if you are the child of either a Swiss national or Turkish worker.  For Non-EU nationals – You must be “settled” in the UK by the closing date for the award.  “Settled” means being both ordinarily resident in the UK and without any immigration restriction on the length of your stay in the UK.  To be “settled” you must either have the Right of Abode or Indefinite Leave to Enter or Remain in the UK, or be a national of the Republic of Ireland, or have the right of permanent residence in the UK under EC Law.

 NB if you acquire “settled” status after the closing date for the award.  Please contact the relevant University Authority.  Your application may be considered as a late application.

2. VALUE OF DEL RESEARCH STUDENTSHIPS

· Generally, these studentships last for three years.  A Full award includes a maintenance allowance and the payment of fees. A Fees Only award covers only tuition fees.  NB a DEL CAST studentship may include the payment of tuition fees, a maintenance allowance and may also include an incentive from the collaborating body of 40% of the maintenance allowance.

· The length of the award may be reduced due to previous postgraduate research study, e.g. if a successful applicant has already completed one year (or the equivalent) of postgraduate research study, the studentship will last for only two years.  

· The maintenance allowance for 2012-13 is still to be confirmed (2011-12 rate was £13,590 per annum).  This is paid in quarterly instalments.
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