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I. FOREWORD BY THE PRO VICE CHANCELLOR
(RESEARCH AND INNOVATION)

| am particularly delighted to provide the Foreword to
this year’s Annual Reports. Research and Innovation at the
University of Ulster continues to grow and to make major
contributions to the economic, social and cultural wellbeing
of Northern Ireland and beyond. This past year has seen
us climb to a position where we are in the top third of
research institutions in the country and are, again, amongst
the top performers in the UK in translating our research
and research expertise into significant economic benefit.
In reading the annual reports from University of Ulster
Research Institutes | am confident that you will find the research undertaken at
Ulster to have more than fulfilled expectations over the past year.

The University’s reputation for high quality research was independently confirmed
through the results of the most recent Research Assessment Exercise.The overall
performance places Ulster in the top third of the UK institutions with three Units
in the top three and eleven in the top twenty as measured against peers. This is
our best ever performance and confirms our strategy on quality, selectivity and
supporting environment. Our exceptional performance in the RAE has boosted
our efforts to attract high-calibre research staff to work alongside our existing
internationally strong teams, in attracting external research and other income
and in completing work that has led to highly prestigious papers, books and other
key performance outputs.

We are now in a very strong and confident position as we prepare for the next
national assessment due in 2013.This year we produced a new Research Strategy
to provide us with an appropriate quality framework that will support our future
submission to the newly designed Research Excellence Framework (REF). The new
approach to assessment through the REF will present many challenges, particularly in
relation to the new Impact category and in the administrative structures. We embark
upon this process with great confidence and expectation having evidenced another very
strong performance in the translation of our research expertise into economic, social
and cultural benefits. There continues to be a very strong flow of research findings
coming out of our research activities this year, many as new disclosures, adding to our
intellectual property portfolio. We continue to exploit this asset through knowledge and
technology transfer activities managed through our Office of Innovation.

University of Ulster research teams were awarded grants totalling over £29M for the
academic year 2008/9, up almost £18M on the previous year. During the same period
Research Capital funding totalled £8M and the University’s Research Council income
was approximately £3M.A particularly pleasing aspect of our grant income profile shows
that grants were awarded to each of our six faculties and across all four campuses,
highlighting research excellence throughout the University.

Cross border research projects funded by the Department for Employment and
Learning (DEL) under its Cross Border R&D Funding Programme accounted for
the substantial increase in research funding from previous years with five Ulster
research teams awarded grants totalling £7.7M to conduct collaborative research
projects with sister universities in the Republic of Ireland.

| am, of course, delighted but not surprised at this superb performance since
external funders of research only allocate funding where they are confident that
quality exists and Ulster’s recent research activity is evidence of that quality. It is,
however, particularly pleasing to record such a level of funding during a period
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when there has been significant pressure on the economy in general and finance
in particular. It is gratifying that funders have confidence in the quality of our work
and are assured that it will reap benefits in the future.

In addition to the annual allocation of DEL postgraduate studentships of £4.91M,
this year, the University received just over £1.41M in support of 78 new and
continuing DEL funded PhD studentships to be held in research areas that
have specific relevance to the Northern Ireland economy; thus allowing further
development of R&D talent essential for innovation in business and the public
sector. This funding enables Ulster to support 272 full-time research students
with a further 123 full-time awards supported from a range of other sources of
funding.

The University, through its research and outreach activity, makes a significant
contribution on the local and world stages. Our staff inform both policy
development at regional and national level and are leaders in gaining understanding
of the many global challenges facing us in today’s world.

| trust that you will enjoy reading the Report and | commend it to you as evidence
that research at the University of Ulster ranks highly amongst UK institutions.

AN

Professor ND Black
Pro Vice Chancellor (Research & Innovation)




2. Foreword by the Research Institute Director

December 2008 was a significant milestone for nursing at the
University of Ulster. The Research Assessment Exercise (RAE)
results confirmed our position as a leader in nursing and mid-
wifery research at local, national and international levels. We
were ranked in the top 3 among nursing research units in
universities in the United Kingdom. All our research outputs
were rated ‘excellent’ in the 2008 RAE.

Resting on our laurels was not an option. Since then we have
carried out an extensive review of our research groupings — we have set up 4
Research Centres in each of the following areas:

Developmental Disabilities and Child Health
Managing Chronic lliness

Maternal, Foetal and Infant VWellbeing
Person-centred Practice

Looking to the future, we are keen to encourage the development of new re-
search groups. We have identified 3 emerging areas of research:

Mental Health
Nurse Education and Professional Roles
Health Promotion and Adolescent Health

Developing research capacity and capability is another area which has received
more attention in the INR and the School of Nursing in the last year. We have of-
fered 4 Fellowships for new researchers to enable them to develop their research
profile. We continue to encourage and support staff to develop their research
skills and knowledge.

The proposed Institute of Health and Wellbeing at the Magee campus offers ex-
cellent opportunities to develop further our mental health research profile and
to contribute to the health and well-being of the population in the North West
and beyond.This will require a strategic approach and an investment of funds.

We are conscious of our collegiate position within and outwith the University
and have developed strong networks for multiprofessional research for health
gain mainly in the above areas.

Our excellent research standing regionally, nationally and internationally, is the
result of the hard work, commitment, professionalism and creativity of all our
staff in the School of Nursing and in the Institute of Nursing Research. They all
deserve to be commended.

We look forward to the Research Excellence Framework which is likely to take
place in 2013.

Professor Kader Parahoo
Director, Institute of Nursing Research
January 2010




Barr Owen Dr Head of School of Nursing

Coates Vivien Prof Professor of Nursing Research

Dobbs Frank Prof Director — Institute of Postgraduate Medicine and
Primary Care

Dolk Helen Prof Professor of Epidemiology

Fitzsimons Donna Dr Reader

Fleming Paul Prof Associate Dean of the Faculty of Life and Health
Sciences

Hasson Felicity Ms Senior Lecturer

Keeney Sinead Dr Senior Lecturer

Kernohan George Prof Professor of Health Research

Loane Maria Ms Lecturer

McCance Tanya Prof Mona Grey Professor of Nursing Research and
Development

McCaughan Eilis Dr Reader

McConkey Roy Prof Professor of Developmental Disabilities

McCormack Brendan Prof Professor of Nursing Research

Mcllifatrick Sonja Dr Reader

McKenna Hugh Prof Dean of the Faculty of Life and Health Sciences

Parahoo Kader Prof Director — Institute of Nursing Research

Poulton Brenda Prof Professor in Community Health Nursing

Ryan Assumpta Dr Lecturer

Sinclair Marlene Prof Professor of Midwifery

Slevin Eamonn Dr Reader

Taggart Laurence Dr Lecturer

Thompson Kathryn Ms Lecturer




Associate Research Institute Members

Surname Forename  Title Position
Boore Jennifer Prof Emeritus Professor of Nursing
Chaney David Mr Lecturer
Cousins Wendy Dr Lecturer
Gardner Evie Ms Lecturer
Gillen Patricia Dr Lecturer
McAloon Toni Ms Lecturer
McCreight Bernadette Dr Lecturer
McGowan Brian Mr Lecturer
McGowan lain Mr Lecturer
McLaughlin Derek Dr Lecturer
Mitchell Liz Ms Lecturer
Wilson Julie Dr Lecturer

Research Contract Staff

Surname Forename Title Position

Cecil Rosanne Dr Research Associate
Greenlees Ruth Ms Research Assistant
McSorley Oonagh Ms Research Associate
Prue Gillian Dr Research Associate
Sittlington Julie Dr Research Associate
Slater Paul Dr Research Fellow
Truesdale-Kennedy | Maria Dr Research Associate
Waldron Mary Mrs Research Assistant




4. New Research Students

Name

Title of Project

Breidge Boyle

Risk of congenital anomaly in multiple births

Grant Source

R&D Office

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Profs Helen Dolk and Roy McConkey

Name

Title of Project

Aileen Burton

The sexual function/dysfunction of women with diabetes

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Republic of Ireland

Supervisors

ProfVivien Coates and Dr Marian McLaughlin

Name

Title of Project

Maria Herron

Breastfeeding support online: exploring, designing and testing a motivational
intervention

Grant Source

VCRS

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Profs Marlene Sinclair and George Kernohan

Name

Title of Project

Mary Kemple

Sleep problems in Chronic Conditions of the Musculoskeletal System

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Prof George Kernohan, Drs Pauline Black and Donna Fitzsimons




Name

Title of Project

Jacqueline Martin

Evaluation of Leadership Competencies in the University Hospital Basel

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Basel, Switzerland

Supervisors

Prof Brendan McCormack and Dr Donna Fitzsimons

Name

lain McGowan

Title of Project

Users, carers and professionals experiences of treatment and care for heroin dependency.
Implications for practice and policy

Grant Source

R&D Office

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Prof Hugh McKenna, Dr Sinead Keeney and Dr Derek McLaughlin

Name

Elizabeth McKeon

Title of Project

The lived experience of people with an intellectual disability in acute general hospitals
in the Dublin Region

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Republic of Ireland

Supervisors

Drs Owen Barr and Vidar Melby

Name

Dorry McLaughlin

Title of Project

A study to develop and evaluate an educational resource in palliative and end-of-life
care for specialist palliative care and learning disability services: promoting
collaborative working

Grant Source

R&D Office

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Drs Owen Barr and Sonja Mcllfatrick




Name

Ann Scott

Title of Project

Testing a bio-psycho-social intervention for reducing the behavioural and psychological
symptoms of dementia

Grant Source

Self/R&D Office

Country of Origin

Northern Ireland

Supervisors

Prof George Kernohan and Dr Assumpta Ryan

Name

Jean Soler

Title of Project

An international study of episodes of care in Family Medicine

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Malta

Supervisors

Profs Frank Dobbs and Helen Dolk, Dr | Stabile

Name

Helena Tuite

Title of Project

Patient safety culture: leadership and workforce perception of the barriers to medical
error reporting in a multi-cultural institution

Grant Source

Self

Country of Origin

Republic of Ireland

Supervisors

Profs Brendan McCormack and Carol Curran
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